
WHERE IS THE WRITER STANDING IN THE ROOM?
Screen Writing Workshop with Ian Sellar

In the autumn of 1988 Orkney played host to an extraordinary film production; Venus Peter, a 
project that involved over 100 locals behind and in front of the camera. Venus Peter depicts the 
moving, funny and sometimes fantastic story of one boy's childhood in a rapidly changing 
community. The £1.1 million production made quite an impact over its 7 week schedule and 
went on to screen in 'Un Certain Regard' at the 1989 Cannes Film Festival. It premiered in the 
UK to two packed houses at the Phoenix Cinema in Kirkwall.

On 12th April West Side Cinema will be showing special screenings of Venus Peter to celebrate 
the 25th anniversary of its release. The cinema will be welcoming its director Ian Sellar back to 
Orkney, who will introduce the film and answer questions after the screening. Ian will also run a 
screen writing workshop – a rare opportunity for budding Orkney filmmakers, giving people a 
chance to learn more about the craft of preparing material for film. 

This is a tremendous opportunity to learn from someone working at the heart of film making. For
the last 20 years Ian has been head tutor in fiction direction at the National Film School in 
London. He runs workshops for writers and directors at the Binger Institute in Amsterdam and 
various other parts of the world. Ian also works with individual directors and writer/directors, 
advising from script development onwards, and has thus influenced a number of internationally 
successful films. This exciting opportunity has been made possible with help from Orkney Islands
Council Culture Fund and the George Mackay Brown Fellowship. 

The workshop will be free of charge and take place on:

Sunday 13th April – 9.00am-5.00pm

Monday 14th April - 6.30pm-9.30pm 

Tuesday 15th April - 6.30pm-9.30pm 

The venue will be in Stromness and will be confirmed nearer the date. 

All those taking part will be expected to attend all of the sessions.

A maximum of 8 places are available for this workshop. To ensure that you get the most from 
this opportunity please fill out this form. Ensure that you give us information on your interest 
and/or background in film, and in particular, what you would hope to gain from taking part in the
workshop. 

We look forward to hearing from you

West Side Cinema

Page | 1



WHERE IS THE WRITER STANDING IN THE ROOM?

Applicant information

Name

Address

Email address

Phone number

Age (if under 18)

Brief Biography Please give a brief description of previous experience related to f i lm and fi lm making

Personal statement Please state why you think you should be considered for a place at the workshop

Please post your application to:

Screen Writing Workshop, West Side Cinema, 3 Graham Place, Stromness KW16 3BY

West Side Cinema – www.wscinema.wordpress.com

www.facebook.com/westsidecinema

Venus Peter - http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0098586/

Ian Sellar - http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0783279/
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